Planning All Age Worship

HOLISTIC�Look at the whole service, and make sure each element works together to deliver the experience or message that you intend.





Ask: what is the gospel in this gospel? And let that guide how you approach the service








Plan well so you can improvise





Aim to seek the truth together – not to make them guess the answer 





INTERACTIVE / PARTICIPATORY�How is the congregation involved in what’s going on – what is there for them to do / think about / say / contribute? 





SACRAMENTAL�Not just illustrative / visual aids / quiz!  Symbols and actions reach the parts that other beers can’t reach...�





Consider the needs and gifts of everyone in the congregation.





Language – accessible but not dumbed down – �fewer words, refrains, responses? 





APPROPRIATE�Think about the age profile, variety of levels of Christian commitment, level of literacy, other special needs, etc 





Multisensory approach to experience and learning is good for adults, too





Same participation for all ages?  Or sometimes differentiated?





Eucharistic participation? �Children and unconfirmed adults?





Ongoing impact in daily life





Choice and presentation (and number) of readings – lectionary? Dramatised? Some other format? Who does the reading?  Bible versions?  Paraphrases?





Recurring symbols / actions in talk, prayers, take home resources





Know your audience – what are their concerns,  aspirations?





Liturgical and ministry roles – for children and adults





Music/ hymns reinforce gospel,  corporate value, emotional engagement





What is the story?








